They’re safe, easy to install and offer great peace of mind

By Lori Gleichman / Special to The Bulletin

A hidden fence has provided flexibility
and security for a busy woman and her dog.

As regional director of Trillium Family
Services, a Bend city councilor and member
of several non-profit boards, Linda Johnson
has a very busy schedule that has her
leaving early and getting home late several
days a week. With such an unpredictable
calendar, she needed a way to confine her
Scottish Terrier Toby, but was reluctant to
build a traditional fence around her
naturally landscaped lot in west Bend.

“Not only was a traditional fence
expensive, it would also isolate me from the
rest of the neighborhood and close out the
wildlife that regularly wanders through my

yard,” says Johnson. So she talked to
Martha Gerlicher, local owner and
operator of DogWatch Hidden
Fence Systems, about installing
that as an alternative.
Johnson is like many hidden
fence customers, says Gerlicher.
“A lot of neighborhoods in the
Bend area have CC&Rs that don’t
allow fences, creating a safety and control
issue for dog owners,” she says. “A hidden
fence is a great alternative because it creates
reliable boundaries for the animal and
preserves the landscaping integrity of the
neighborhood.”

Another reason people consider hidden
fences is the expense. The average
installation and training of a hidden fence
is very affordable compared to the cost of
building a wooden or vinyl fence. This is
especially important for homeowners who
have to consider how to keep their dogs
confined to acreage rather than just a lot,
and for home sites that have challenging
Central Oregon terrain.

Hidden fences are also incredibly
flexible and can be designed to partition off

Martha Gerlicher, local owner and operator of DogWatch Hidden
Fence Systems, trains all customer dogs to ensure that they
understand their new boundaries. Photos by Lyle Cox
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